[Late complications following renal transplantation].
The number of renal transplant recipients is increasing steadily. Physicians from all specialties are ever more likely to encounter this vulnerable group of patients. They constitute a susceptible group because of increased mortality and morbidity. Half of the renal transplants are lost due to chronic transplant failure. The primary cause of chronic transplant failure is chronic allograft nephropathy. Other causes of transplant failure are calcineurin inhibitor toxicity, recurrence of the original renal disease such as glomerulonephritis and diabetes mellitus, stenosis of the renal artery in the transplant, and urological complications. The other half of the renal transplants are lost due to the death of the recipient. The primary cause of death is cardiovascular disease due to former chronic renal, hypertension and dyslipidemia following the use of immunosuppressants. In addition malignancies, infections and bone abnormalities do occur more frequently as compared to the normal populations. Alertness is warranted following kidney transplantation by both the patients themselves as well as all the treating specialists. Careful periodical monitoring for life is required because of the risk of the abovementioned complications.